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TYPHOON KIT (28)

Typhoon Kit was unlike most December
tropical cyclones in that it had a prolonged
lifetime (40 warnings) and attained a maxi-
mum intensity well over 100 kt (51 m/see).
Kit’s origin was not uncommon for late season
tropical cyclones; during early Oecember, the
winter near-equatorial trough had established
itself south of 10N as the tradewind easter-
lies merged with northeasterlies from higher
latitudes placing the westernmost extension
of the trough in the Philippine Sea. East-
ward, lighter winds were observed turning
cyclonically within the trough and, as early
as 4 December, surface analyses suggested a
possible low-level center developing south-
west of Ponape (WMO 91348). on 7 Eecembex,
the Significant Tropical Weather Advisory
(AEEH PGTW) discussed an area of disturbed
weather southwest of Truk Atoll (WMO 91334),
but the associated convective pattern and
observational data were not conducive to
further action for another two days. At
091930z, based primarily upon the improved

convective organization as revealed on
satellite imagery, the first of three Tropi-
cal Cyclone Formation Alerts was issued.

On 10 December, a reconnaissance aircraft
conducted an investigation in the we’stern
periphery of the trough and the opportunity
to close off a circulation center was lost.
Satellite data (Fig. 3-28-1) and subsequent
aircraft reports suggest that the center
existed just east of the area investigated.
At 101845Z, a formation alert was reissued
for the same general area. Later satellite
data and aircraft observations indicated
that the center had moved northward, thus
at 102325z the third formation alert was
issued. Reconnaissance aircraft finally
closed off a circulation center near 10N 148E
(110348Z) and at 110443Z, the first warning’
on Tropical Depression 28 was issued (Fig.
3-28-2). The 111200z warning upgraded TD-28
to Tropical Storm Kit based on aircarft data
(l10723Z) which indicated tropical storm
strength winds in all four quadrants.

F.QuILe 3-28-.1. Ative cmve~nmuwwd a
developing kho-&evet cen.tu. W@ W pw.iod, a
Z.SQOtibSnU ainaadtinveb.ti.ga.ted Zhewtanmoht

a..tea but did not @ash the convective cen.tm u de-
picted on &zteL&Lteimagvy, 1004432 Vewmbm. (NOAA
7 Vi.mat.inlagety}

Figuh,e 3-28-2. Tkop.LcaLUepta&&m 28 at.thetimeof
tie &0L4.t&ng. Note the extended CiJLJUU C&X&
on theuti.teznhide. SiX.onguppet-tevet ea4.telXia3
UWU.U cotie to ewi.t comZ&x.abLe P.vahme on
TV-28 [W} dot anothel 2 1/2dagh. TM,, mob.t o~

the abbo~ed convection w &placed in tic
webte,tnalo-.il@ui4o~ the &cuLatiOn, 1I0430Z
Vecembm. (NOAA 7vi.Aua.t.imagwyj
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The initial warnings indicated that Kit
would track slowly north-northwestward until
approaching 12N then, as the system inter-
acted with mid- and low-level easterlies, a
more westward track was anticipated taking
Kit just south of Guam. Although Kit main-
tained the forecast track, the speed of move-
ment remained at or below 4 kt (7 km/hr) for
the first 30 hours of warning status. Having
not fully anticipated the exceptionally pro-
longed slow speed, all reconnaissance air-
craft were evacuated to Clark AB after the
120849Z fix to avoid the expected destructive
winds on Guam. As a result, warnings issued
during the ensuing 25 hours were based en-
tirely on satellite data. Howeverr during
this stage of development, Kit was not well-
aligned in the vertical and the main convec-
tive mass was displaced to the west of the
low-level center. Thus, nighttime infrared
imagery had to be scrutinized for subtle de-
tails which could help locate the low-level
center. Figure 3-28-3 is typical o% the

nighttime infrared imagery used to fix Kit
during this period. Thanks to the efforts
of satellite operations personnel from Det-
achment 1, lWW, Nimitz Hill, Guam, the fixes
received during this period were highly
accurate (never more than 15 nm (28 km) from
the final best track) and the warnings issued
from this data followed Kit closely as she
finally accelerated on a west-northwest track
south of Guam.

Just after Kit passed south of Guam,
reconnaissance aircraft indicated a central
pressure of 992 mbs which revealed that no
appreciable development had taken place
during the 25 hour period between aircraft
penetrations. However, during the two days
that followed, Kit intensified and reached a
peak of 105 kt (54 m/see) before weakening
slightly to 95 kt (49 m/see) at 160600z.
Figure 3-28-4 shows Kit early in this inten-
sification period. During this period of

Figlule 3-28-3. In@vuzd inw.gehywhich~howhTaop.ical
StofvJI ~’b &vcge conwmtiveWbb, howeveh,the
@&~=:hadeA on the eabteknAidehhcwlowm

. lltL&.&gthebeda.ta, V& 1, lkW
bddkli.te andgb.t.b ptov.ided acwra.te @eb &g a
t%n~t~ptid wtihou,t a-i.t&’@t $i%ti , 1210032

. (NOA4 6 .i.@med .imagvyl

108



F’igwLe 3-2,%-4. An .inten&i&@? Typhoon U, .&ma-ted
165 nm (306 km] wed 06 Guam. Note ihe textiited
Ctoud pat.t.vwl. O&ten he&?A.ted to ab ghavitg u&vu,
.thae &atJ.uLeA ate daequenttg beenin @&f.2y deve-
l.op-ing .tzop.icd cqetoneb &ok .to the developed otf
an eye. About 14 houm I.oXe.t. K.il’b eue w Li.tA.t
detected, 1322192 Decemba. i NOAh 6 vi.buz.t iiagtig]

intensification, Kit turned sharply northward
and once again slowed to a speed of movement
of 4 kt (7 km/hr) . Kit’s northward movement
presented JTWC forecasters with a major
dilemma. From the very first warning, Kit
was thought to be an eventual westward mcver.
The strength of the low-level northeast surge
originating over Asia had previously dictated
the tracks of Hazen (25), Irma (26) and Jeff
(27). There had been no appreciable change
in the mid-latitude wind regime since those
tropical cyclones, thus, a similar scenario
seemed very appropriate. But Kit’s movement
was seemingly in defiance to the synoptic
situation. When the 1420052 reconnaissance
aircraft data located Kit at 14.3N, the
141800z warning was amended to show recurva-
ture. However, at 1500002, the synoptic
data showed renewed strength in the northeast
surge (Fig. 3-28-5) and accordingly, near
1512002, Kit turned westward once again. At
1612002 the forecast that abandoned the con-
cept of eventual recurvature was issued.

With hindsight it is fair to say that vir-
tually all the ingredients were present to
allow Kit to recurve~ except one. The
effect of the low-level flow could not be
overcome, and despite the presence of a mid-
latitude trough just north of Kit, there was
a limit to her northward movement.

Following the resumption of a westerly
track, Kit began to reintensify as she moved
into a position that allowed strong upper-
level westerlies to provide an excellent
outflow channel to the northeast (Fig.
3-28-6). At 1708302, a reconnaissance air-
craft measured a 924 mb central pressure, or
approximately 115 kt (59”m/see) maximum
winds based upon the Atkinson and Holliday
(1977) pressure/intensity curve. During the
next two days, as Kit began interacting with
stron~er mid-tropospheric westerlies, she
stead~ly weakened and by 1918002, had lost
typhoon force winds. On 18 December, Kit
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F.igwLe3-2g-5. Swtdacf2 andgmuiien.tleuetdataat
150000z Uecemb#z wilh M%eamtint anatghi.b ~howing a
new~uzge06 highptemtie movingo&j o{ notihm.tezn
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Figwce 3-28-6. Typhoon W neazpeak .&tenbi.a2j (115
U [59 m/Mel]. ~iXtl&&J &O{ Ki.t ’b Ol@tOW.ih

into the uppet-.Lev&web-tem(?.ieb.ThibA tie mobt
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110



was once again in position where, because of
the presence of a deepening trough over
eastern China and a break in the northeast
surge, she might again jog north and pssib-
ly recurve. Thus, from 1806002 to 1918002,
the forecasts showed an increasing tendency
for a track toward recurvature near 125E.
However, by 2000002, it became obvious that
Kit’s low-level circulation had failed to
link-up with the approaching shortwave trough
and the track toward recurvature was once
again abandoned. It was about this time,
that aircraft and satellite data began show-
ing Kit’s low-level circulation center emerg-
ing on the southern edge of the main convec-
tive mass. Within hours, Kit’s mid- and
uPPer-level features weakened and began
drifting northward into the shortwave trough.
The low-level center, now fully exposed,

turned southward under the influence of low-
level northerlies which followed the short-
wave trough off of China. At 2007432, a
reconnaissance aircraft located Kit’s low-
level center 110 nm (204 km) south of the
2000002 warning position. The 2007432 air-
craft, as well as 2005202 satellite imagery
(Fig. 3-28-7), showed Kit’s entire circula-
tion pattern enveloped in a heavy strato-
cumulus cloud deck. Later infrared imagery
could not identify the circulation center,
but at 2021572, the final reconnaissance
aircraft mission located a weak low-level
,center near 13N129E. Downgraded to Tropical
Depression 28 at 201800z, the fortieth and
final warning was issued at 21OOOOZ. During
,the 36 hours which followed, a weak low-level
center could be identified moving southwest-
ward into Mindanao, Republic of the
Philippines.
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